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perpendicular to tbe extens ion of the front shoulder awav from the digging edee. and an 
pppping; ^c^ 

a lock received into the opening in the wear member and in contact with the 
bearing surface of th^boss to prevent disconnection of the first and second shoulders and 



ther^Wff^ta^qth^we^ 



75. (Twice 

^^icL^iej^dog^ 



lembertotheboss. 



^en3a) A 



wear assembly m accordance with claim 74 in 
the boss generally faces rearward to engage the lock, the 




boss further includes a fforit support surface^ and the wear member includes a bearing 
surface to abut tbe front sup |jort surface of the boss to restrict rearward movement of the 
wear member wherein the bearing surface and the front support surface are each 
geperallv transverse to the e xterl^ion of the first shoulder away from the digging edge. 

81. (Twice Amdtaded) A wear assembly for an excavator having a lip with 
a digging edge, the wear ass^blv comprising: 

a boss adapted to be fix^ to an excavator lip, the boss including a front structure 
with an inner surface that is be^tAd fixe^along a face of the lip and the digging edge, a 



Lisl 

rear structure having a first shouldep^that'extends generally awav from the digging edge, 
and a bearin]g surface, wherein the rdiAstructure includes a rearwardlv extaiding leg that 
sub^tiallv overlies the lip, and the fr \jnt structure w raps around the digging edge to 
define a ^nd leg; 

a wear member including a second s^pulder that engages the first shoulder to hold 
the wear member to the \>o^ and prevent release of th<? wear member in a direction 
perpendicular to the extension of the front shoulder, an opening: and 
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a lock received iiiSdnl^ opening in the wear member and in con tact with the 
bearing surface of the bosife a prevent disconnection of the first and second shoulders md 

thereby retain Ae wear meinber to the boss . 

86. (Amended) A wear assembly in accordance with ^laim 74 in which the 
— opening in the wear member includes a main portion and a stem portion, wherein the 
stem portion is narrower t ^^n ttia main portion, and each of the main and stem portions 
extend completely through the wear member. 

108. (Amended) A m^n^ ftjT P^ouAtiftP to an excavator havjr^R a Mp 
with a digging edge andW least one moun ting structure fixed to the lip, the wear member 
^ comprising: \ 

an inner surface to ^e the lip: 
^ a longitudinal slo^^r^^allv receiving the mounting structure th erein, the 

longitudinal slot haviri^J^^ portion th at opens in the inner surface and being 
partially defined bv holding j^kac^ extend ing laterally outward from the central portion. 
v^erein the holding surface^ ye generaUv facing away from the lip for engaging the 
mounting structure to generally \)enmt only relative lo ngitudinal movement between the 
wear member an d the mounting structure: 

an opening passing throud\ the we ar member for receiving a lock 

\ 

a first bearing surface ass^iated with the opening for engaging the lock to 
prevent remova l of Ae wear member fiom the mounting structure: and 

a second bearing surface forward of the first bearing surface for engaging the 
mounting structure: 
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the first and second bearing surfaces each bcinp generally trans ver^ to the 
longitudinal slot and facing^in opposite directions . 

109. (Amended) A wear inember in accordance with claim 108 which 
further includes a rearwardlv extending lep and a front wording p ortion, wiierein the 
second bearing surface is gen erally betweei^ tl)^ ft^^t w^^lqing portion and the leg. 

111. (AmendedA A onc^iriecc boss to be fixed to an excavator lip having a 
digging edge for mounting a wear member to the lip, the boss including a coupling 
structure with shoulders extending rearwardlv from the digging edge to engage a 
complementary structure of a-Aafsmember. an inner surfe <?e to be fixed to the lip and 
\^ having a front portion and a lear^ition. the mner surface bemg bent so that the front 
portion extends generally transversa tome rear portion with the rear portion being along a 
face of the lip and the front portion bdng along the front of the digging edge, a forwardlv 
facing first bearing surface to abut the wear member and resist rearwardlv directed forces. 
and a rearwardlv facing second bearina surface for contacting a lock securing the wear 
member to the boss, each of the fiist\and second bearing surfaces being generally 
transverse to the extension of the shoulders extending from the digging ed^e. 

115. (Twice Amended) A wear assembly for an excavator having a lip with a 
dig ging edge, the wear assmblv comprising: 

a boss to bc^x^^ty^ eSfeavator lip, the boss_ including a first shoulder spaced 
from the lip and a first 1 _^ 

a wear member including a second shoulder that engages the first shoulder 
between the first shoulder and the lip to hold the vyear member to the boss and prevent 
release of the wc^ member frorl the boss in a direction gMicrally peroendicular to the 
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ti p an oDening. gnH U^nd beai in p surface associated with the pening. >vfaerc^q 
f;^t .n^ f:^nd be^nr ^ surfaces face in opposite dir^ m whe^n The fiy^ and seppnj 

o ll^tr »>r^ ved in^ the ffjl^ing in the wear member, the locic h^m Su^>?taqtiaHY 
contained to on^ f ^ f^e of ^^p ^ d between the first and sepond \mi^^ ^prfeces _ t Q 
p^nt discont iect ^m^^tft f fT5rt and second shouldcre from each Qth^ and tfaer^ta 
retain the wear member on tfabV ^ the lock havinp a first look sutfipe to pppQse th^ ftst 
hearing surface a f;ecQnd lotk surface to oPtXKse the second bearing mf^. and an 
adiustment asff^blv selectiveW movable to vaiv the relative positions of the fa^t and 



tend to tidite n the mounting of the wear member on the b0S3. 



second bearing surfaces to the pebv apply forces to the wear member and the t)OSS ^t 



^ The Office Action of September 10, 2002 has been received and considered 
Claims 74, 75. 81, 86, 108, 109, 11 1 and 1 15 have been amended. Reconsideration of the 
application as amended is respectfully requested 

Applicants acknovdedge the need to submit either the original patent or a 
declaration as to its loss or inaccessibility before this application can be reissued 
Applicants request that this requirement be held in abeyance until all of the rejections and 
objections have been resolved 

Claims 74-118 have been rejected under 35 US.C § 251 as violating the 
recapture rule. In particular, the examiner contends that the applicants argued for and 
obtained the allowance of the claims allowed in the original patent because they recited 
either (1) the inclusion of a T-shaped coiq>ling structure (or tiie like) or (2) a lock with an 
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